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DR.  WORDSWORTH  ON  THE   REPEAL 


OK    THE 


POPISH    PENALTIES. 

1847. 


IT  is  proposed  to  relieve  English  Romanists  from  all  penalties  for 
asserting  the  Pope's  spiritual  supremacy  in  these  realms,  in  opposition  to 
that  of  the  Queen  :  and  for  extolling  and  maintaining  his  pretended  and 
usurped  power  over  her  subjects. 

What  is  this  but  to  call  upon  the  State  to  legalize  a  public  profession 
on  their  part,  that  they  are  not  subjects  of  the  Crown  ;  and  to  make  this 
non-subjection  of  theirs  the  occasion,  ground-work,  and  reason  for  legis- 
lative innovations  and  aggressions  against  the  Crown  and  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  or,  in  other  words,  because  it  is  true  that  some  persons  are  disloyal 
enough  to  deny  the  independence  of  the  Crown,  and  to  pay  little  n- 
even  to  the  personal  safety  of  the  Monarch  (for  the  Pope  affirms  that 
deposed  Sovereigns  may  be  murdered  ;  and  what  Sovereign  of  England — 
indeed,  what  Protestant  Sovereign — is  not  ipso  facto  deposed  by  the 
Pope  ?) — therefore  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  instead  of  being  more 
vigorously  asserted,  are  to  be  sacrificed  ;  and  the  person  of  the  Sovereign, 
instead  of  being  more  carefully  guarded,  is  to  be  put  in  more  imminent 
peril ! 

But,  Sir,  you  may  desire  to  know  on  what  grounds  such  propositions 
as  these  are  made. 

I.   First,  then,  it  is  alleged  that  the  laws  which  these  propositions 
would  repeal  are  "  the  offspring  of  a  dark  age."     A  dark  age !     The 
age  of  Shakspeare,  of  Spenser,  of  Ben  Jonson,  of  Burleigh,  and  Salis- 
bury, and  Raleigh,  of  Bacon,  and  of  Coke,  of  Jewell,  and  Hooker,  and 
of  Andrewes  !     A  dark  age  !     Dark  indeed,  in  a  certain  sense,  it 
when  those  deeds  of  darkness  were  performed  under  the  authority  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  Papacy,  which  rendered  those  laws  necessary  :  — 
dark  indeed,  it  was,  when  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  August,  I.")?-*,  St. 
Bartholomew's-day,    above    five    thousand   Protestants   were  butcl. 
at  Paris,  and   when  within  a  few  days  after  it,  in  six  towns  of   France, 
five-and-twenty  thousand  more  were  slain  : — dark  it  was,  when  as 
as  he  heard  of  this  dreadful  massacre,  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  went  in  pro- 
cession to  the  Church  of  St.  Louis,  at  Rome,  to  give  God  thanks  ;  and 
when,  to  commemorate  this  event,  he  ordered  a  medal  to  be  struck,  which 
represents  this  savage  work  as  performed  by  an  nngcl  of  heaven,  with  a 
sword    in  one  hand  and   a  cross  in   the  other,    and  which     bears     the 
inscription,  VGONOTTORVM  STRAGES,  Tin    MASI 
HUGUENOTS  :— dark  it  was,  when  on  the   1st  of  August,    1'ihJ),  the  friar 
Jaques  Clement,  "  having  learnt  from  theologians  whom  lie  had  consulted, 
that  a  tyrant  might  lawfully  be  put  to  death,"  went  and  assassinated  his 


own  Sovereign,  your  King  Henry  III. : — dark  it  was,  when  on  hearing 
the  intelligence  of  that  King's  death,  Pope  Sixtus  V.  summoned  a  Con- 
sistory of  his  Cardinals,  and  in  a  set  speech  ascribed  the  murder  of  the 
King  "  to  the  providence  of  God,"  and  spoke  of  it  as  a  pledge  that  "  the 
Almighty  would  still  protect  France:" — dark  it  was,  when  on  the  14th 
of  May,  1610,  Ravailae  the  Jesuit  effected  what,  in  1594,  Jean  Chastel 
the  Jesuit  had  attempted,  and  murdered  your  Sovereign  Henry  IV.,  and 
after  the  deed  was  done  freely  confessed  that  it  was  the  book  of  Mariana 
the  Jesuit  which  encouraged  him  to  that  design  :  —  dark  it  was,  when  at 
several  times  after  the  publication  of  the  Papal  Bull  against  her  in  1567 
(Feb.  24,)  the  life  of  our  gracious  Queen  Elizabeth  was  attempted,  as  in 
1572,  by  Story,  again  in  1583  by  Somerville,  again  in  1585  by  Parry, 
stimulated  by  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  and  in  1586  by  Savage,  having  plenary 
indulgence  from  the  Pope,  as  appears  from  the  letter  of  a  Cardinal  di 
Como,  dated  Rome,  30th  Jan.  1584,  again  by  Moody  in  1587>  again  by 
Patrick  in  1594,  by  Lopez  and  York  in  the  same  year,  again  by  Squire 
in  1598,  by  Winter,  in  1602,  from  all  which  traitorous  designs,  set  on 
foot  by  the  arts  and  arms  of  Rome,  she  was  delivered  by  the  merciful 
interference  of  Divine  Providence  :  and  dark  it  was,  when  in  the  year 
1605,  a  conspiracy  was  made  to  destroy  the  King,  Royal  Family,  Lords 
and  Commons  of  England,  and  when  Bulls  from  Rome  were  ready  to 
give  complete  effect  to  what  was  then  decreed  : — dark,  I  say,  the  age 
may  well  be  called,  when  such  acts  as  these  were  concerted  and 
executed.  But  in  another  sense  that  age  was  one  of  light.  Wisdom 
guided  the  councils  of  England,  and  sound  laws  were  enacted,  by  which, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  these  dark  designs  were  defeated,  and  the 
light  of  peace  and  liberty  and  public  safety  were  diffused  throughout  the 
realm.  But,  if  in  a  spirit  of  presumptuous  contempt  for  the  wisdom  of 
that  age,  and  of  arrogant  confidence  in  our  own  sagacity,  we  abolish  these 
laws,  who  shall  say  that  we  shall  not  bring  back  in  all  its  gloom  the 
thick  darkness  which  they  dispersed  ? 

In  the  meantime,  if  we  desire  to  prove  that  we  are  ourselves  in  dark- 
ness, we  have  only  to  be  guilty  of  the  folly  as  far  as  regards  England, 
of  calling  that  age  a  dark  one.  If  that  age  was  a  dark  one,  O  that  we 
had  more  such  darkness  and  less  of  our  own  light !  Oh,  that  we  had 
more  of  its  loyalty  and  piety,  more  of  its  steadiness  of  purpose,  more  of 
its  faith  in  fixed  principles,  and  more  of  its  courage  in  carrying  them 
into  practice. 

In  further  justice  to  these  laws,  I  shall  content  myself  with  referring 
to  the  character  which  is  given  of  them  by  three  of  our  greatest  states- 
men and  lawyers,  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh,  Lord  High  Chancellor 
Bacon,  and  Lord  High  Chancellor  Clarendon. — From  Dr.  Wordsworth's 
Letters  on  the  Destructive  Character  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 


PROTESTANT  ASSOCIATION,  11,  EXETER  HALL;  AND  SEELEYS,  FLEF.T-STREET. 


Macintosh,  Printer,  Great  New- street,  London. 
No.    XXIV.  [Price  Is.  per  100. 


